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If T have a free time, I want to go back to the Philippine. I think I could had a valuable and

unforgettable experiences. But, I felt, I have to study English. I am not good at English. I also
think I want to study Philippine culture.
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[ joined the Philippines study tour. I felt that the Philippines is a country where a people are
cooperating with eath other very much. The difference between the rich and poor is big. The
meal are very good. [ felt that it was fun to experience a different culture. The Philippines is my

2nd home. I will go to the Philippines again. Thank you very much.
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Thank you everyone. I'm glad I had a rare experience. I want to thank to the pepole who gave
me good memories. Even when we stay in Japan, we hope to continue to do something. [ want
to visit the Philippines in the future. I'm thinking of going to Maligaya House for internship in

Manila and join mangrove plantating activity in Silay, Negros.
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[ went to the Philippines and I had a happy summer
vacation. I can go to many places to gain more
experience, increase my knowledge and touch new
things. Thank you for my host families, blessings
them along the way care. Thank you to everyone

whom [ met in the Philippines. Take care.
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Japanese people have “Omotenashi mind.” And, Fillipino people have “Omotenashi mind”, too. I

felt that Fillipino people have a sense of hospitality. For example, they served me a lot of dishes,

took me to a lot of places. I got a lot of “Omotenashi” from them.
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What I like about the Philippines is that people have a lot of energy. Filipinos under all
circumstances always smile. I'm extremely grateful that I met many people in the Philippines.
They were very kind and talk to us about various things. I will never forget about my travel to

the Philippines as long as I live.
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I went to Kanlungan sa ER-MA in this study tour. It is a NGO that support street children in
Manila. We listened to the orientation about their history and so on. Also, we played with
children living in the center. It was a fun time. As a whole, we were able to have a good

experience. I'll not forget this experence in Kanlungan.
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I'm very happy that I can go to the Philippines with NGU. And I learned a lot of culture in the
trip. I tried a lot of food. Before I went to the Philippines I would not eat any kind of fish. But
after I went there, I am now able to eat fish. The people told me I should try anything and I

learned many things. So | think I learned a lot in the trip.
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To my home mother and family. I am surprised at a lot of things, experience and your hospitality
while I was in Neglos. There are bad traffic in Manila. In addition that’s so noisy, but all of
people whom we met were really kind. Of cource, you too. I glad to meet you, because I had
good experience that we could not do in Japan. I want to say you again, we will never forget

your hospitality. If we meet you again, I want to show you a lot of places, foods, and more.

57



IXCHTDT 1V EERR

0500 (FUJITSUNA Hinano)

bizLicE > T, SROAZT ¢ —Y 77— U TORER EEADFSE - 7z,

FINKS LoD 2 DDOMENH 5, 1 DHIZ. ZOEOHEEREHTDOH TH
TlelhdiznelBolzh 52, 2DOHIE. bz LRI DRI E 20 e 8o
WAHDT, ZODHICEFTONTFEND, FfEETZZT TR A S FE L TRV O %%Dof
BElholzhbiz,

KERICHNDETODLIELOT sV ENCHTBHAA—VE, BLLTAMY—FFIVLRL YV
Mz EARNT, DDOWVZEIETHNT, LWl AFTARA A=V ULhahoTz, L
L. THREREWVOSHIZGFNTHT, DIELOEZREDSTDTHS, ZTTrEERBE
ZIXTIE, DDV EIREKLZDIEAS R EB STV, ERICEZEATHD EZDX
I IFBIE TV SWHEZ G| AGDEEHTRLZIICLTW e, AXKRZT > 0> TV
D, EHEZ ETIHATVWIZED T ZDIELEEEDIES N, KIEEMDWVWESEZD TR0 LK
Uiz,

ZLT, BABTEENHS L, 3BANONS T L, HEHFOLT, BENTVWESOY

ST FRRNTELK B ERS T L, XFDHAEENTES L, HRICW L H T
DiKumﬂuﬁﬁ\ﬁﬁ@éaﬁgﬁgﬁkB%bP@EﬁWTW5ggL&@ﬁkﬁ@é@
BNTZDTH B, STEARICTEILTVE I ZHiz0EAREBDLTIIEHHT HZNEZLE
EbEIni,

Ko, DI UGS HEE DO DOFEZEZ . Japanese Filipino Children, ligL T JFC &I
LZHAARNET 4V EYANDHWERICEENTTFEEDRIKICE STz, S H, BEDEFITDONT
BILD RN WS OBEIRTE, Bale BIEBFREWER > TS ADBZW, #HEICHE > )T
BWERICDCKERGZE > TWVW5, Hizbld, blzLizbiciiz LT 7ZE>TWasH»

RIRZML T\, TONmzblzlidd>esEhondicwy
%o EOEDTLIENEERSDTIF AL, FIT1ETHWD
LEF DT L ZH B2 PROED—ERE LT&RITEHN
creem o,

JFCIZDOWVWTWRIELHTHIA T EMNEh o Tz, JFCDZLIX
KHWHANZ. 74V E AN Z IR S S THEE RN O
FTLES. ARDOFELREFEHLIENVENS TENELH
EME, HANDLIZT DT, BRIKIEBFREVTHE
s ETREVneEEoTe,

%E@ﬁ%%a%bf T4V EESEHIDIENE D,
EleBinlakiZbIcbELTWnWEnWE o7z, ZL T,
%%ﬁ@ﬁ%%ﬂofibwo%ﬁ%mﬁbf74UEym$

58



BWETOHNTZE T 5, PRVDIUIMTRTE S L EZ 20 LNIZOD, EZBRIEZ S Tz,
ERICAT S ZSEE DI o720, WP ZA5 TV ARETEALL ., ZRANTIEAD-T25
Ere 5N d517ELEVE, FffLIES, BTRoDOEEEDTIC, Z2DhEEZ
T HEEREE ST, LW EED, ZOBUIRZHAS Z ENTEIREIFITE, Mh2idT
HD3EoMFCIE-Tz -9,

CDART 47—, HRICWHX T TERVRBRROEEZE DTN TES L, HOZ
RETZonFIcEEoTz, 2Tz, 70V EVZIIN T o7,

[ went to the Philippines and a sense of values changed. And I knew importance which lives in
Japan. Local people in a place to visit and host family. Thank you for your hospitality to me who

can't speak English at all. I'd like to make use of this experience in Japan .
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[ got a lot of experience and had great time. I'm glad to have
met my host family. My mom always contact me, so I'm happy.
I want to go to the Philippines again and want to meet her. I
have grown mentally by visiting the Philippines. There were
a lot of serious problems, but that gives me an oppotunity.
I became interested in the Phillippines. I want to do some

volunteer activities.
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I was able to have a precious experience in the Philipines. My
life in the Philippines was 2 weeks, but I had fun. Thank you
to my Filipino parents, my Filipino friends, classmates, Prof.
SATAKE Masaaki and SAEKI Natsuko and all of the people who
help me. I am happy because I came back to Japan in good

spirits. I woud like to study more from now on.
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I've learned a lot and experienced so much in this study
tour. All of them changed my way of thinking. I was able to
communicate with people who have different cultural back
ground. This study tour was a life changing experience for me.
[ learnd that there is a big gap between our life style in japan
and the hard life of low-income families in the Philippines.
I want to share my experiences and observation with other

people.
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My theme of the Phillipine tour is forcus on “low-income area”. We had already studied that
theme before deperture. But the reality was very
different from what we studied. It makes me a lot
of cultue shock with Japanese culture. I want to

help their situation some way. Thank you.
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The first time I laid eyes on them, our two
beautiful girls who were going to be our
daughters in such a short time, Rika Hyodo
and Beatris Magami, we instantly knew they
belong to us. They have such great smiles
and have very happy outlooks. To me, they
look like happy kids who simply enjoy life,
wherever it may take them.

My sister, Ma. Paz Cordura and I had planned
to make the girls stay in our guesthouse with
a househelp who will take care of them so that
they could have the place to themselves and
feel relaxed. However, when we brought them
there, the maternal instinct in me kicked in and
I just do not have the heart to leave them there
by themselves, sleeping in another house,
while I sleep in a different house just beside
it. I could not imagine leaving them there and
told them, no, no, no--- you are going to sleep
in my room and stay with me--- and that is
what happened! Both girls slept and stayed in
my bedroom, while I slept in the bedroom of
my 80 year old Dad !

We explained to the girls that life in the
Philippines is one big happy family. Family
comes first with us and that our elders stay
in the same house with us as well as our
grandchildren. We play together, eat together,
go out as a family together, we do all things
together, wherever or whatever that may be,
and that is happiness to us! That even included

our dogs, they are family members as well.
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The girls may have learned a lot from us as
a Filipino family, but we learned a lot from
them too. We learned that they go to work at
an early age, and even leave the family home
sometimes just to make a living, so that they
could support themselves and their needs
in school. We tell each other stories about
our families, and I just love how they easily
adopted to our way of life, to our elders, and
even to my married son, who became their
elder brother. They play with the kids in the
family like they just belonged there and there
was happiness in their eyes. I love looking at
them having the time of their lives with our
family. I wish they could have stayed longer
because we gotten so used to having them
around.

[ will never forget my Japanese
daughters, Rika and Beatris, because I felt
there was this invisible bond tied between us.
Come back soon my dearest girls. You will

forever be in my heart! Ilove you girls!!!

Your Filipino Moms.
Maria Cristina M. Golez & Ma. Paz Cordura
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This is diary of sorts to show how wonderful
our adopted students were and how willing
both were to take in all that they could of
Filipino culture and practices. Despite the
language gap, they managed to share their
own Japanese stories, they showed that they
were good Japanese children - obedient to
their parents, hardworking as they saved for
their trip, willing to learn new cultures and
traditions, and expressed their feelings very
well through sign language and simple English.
It was wonderful to be their temporary parent
and family as we shared Philippine practices,
culture and sights to two young people who
came from an entirely different culture than
ours and made memorable when the students
said to Nanay, “thank you, very grateful for the
hospitality, will be back.”

Yuya Yokoe and Yue Cui willingly woke up at
5:00 in the morning, Saturday - August 27,
2016. We did not know at first whether they
were excited or not to go to the beach with
white sand (both wanted to visit Boracay ) but
when we arrived, they eagerly took pictures
and willingly took in the sights and sounds. It
was their first time to ride a banca Philippine
style. The boat was a canoe but the body was
thrice the width of a standard canoe, it had
bamboo slats as double flooring and sack
canvas as overhead covers which were folded
when the winds became too strong (this was

to prevent the wind from blowing the boat



WCEEZIRD, SRR LATHE L,
MBI E ST, NHh (T4 VDR
AR ICEASDIIICHDHTT L, NI
ARA—D—FTITH, RWE3IBEHO, 1T
TERATIVT D MY H— 0 7278 S it (58
JEARFIC I 272 AT, R— MM TE 20 R L
S DZRFEZET)INDNTVET, £z,
Y HAHDOEBNC K> T, N AIKIF2DD
IV EROMNF R TIRED A, —F
DILVIVHMRELIZEETE, £50E£D0D
IV, bl LktbERPIFETHNT
1o T<NET,

BANCERE LIcDiE, vy B>y /u—
TIRFEMX T LT, BlmEEFEs o~/ a—
THERI TV RICE>TEA=VEANEL
Fehh, (RERIX ROV E SR L L, KB IBH
T, XLREINTVWBEEI TN TEX
LTco AGRHEZ. U E D H 2D 7257230V (K
65M) TY, NdIWFsBI/ET & [EEHK
WZ & TEOREZ LEnX S EHARNT &
MEREEIE ) T 5T D BN T I EE XS
EWVo YA UNH D £ LT, HytOARLZ D%
A, —MAsai Lt e L eic, FROAK
DERICEEENTVET, HRE HIZ BA T,
Wiz, 7 —TJDEZ ok LUATY
F L7

A—E U —=TIiE 845 MICEEE L,
H RO BN A TW AW ED, E
W Z T, BRI K > THERE L 728 D
T9 o REPILIRED NI E D @O 5
PRESRI CHEIENS I TP LTLENEL
e, WEEY Y IdZHABTEHAHETT, H
Wb, ELLBEEE-ST2KT, blzLizbid
LBRICKS T ENTE, ke ZAd—7IHE<
TEHaLDEVDDREHDBENTEEXT, B
BRIZIFCOHIKT S EIE LEBAT L, KED
o leMH T, ZNTE. HIKBICFEZO

73

towards the opposite direction of where
we were supposed to go). Sagay City rules
required that each banca is equipped with
2 engines so that in case one failed to work,
there is still an alternative engine to bring us
safely to shore.

First stop was Suyac Island Mangrove
Preservation - some of the centuries-old
mangrove trees were damaged by typhoon
Yolanda (Haiyan) but the preservation site was
still beautiful, the waters so clear and pristine
which showed that preservation really worked.
Entrance was cheap: 30.00 pesos per person.
Signs like “Garbage in, Garbage Out,” “Reduce
Your Noise,” “Birds are easily Disturbed,
please reduce your noise,” “No Liquor,” “Walk
Humbly, live Blissfully” The names of endemic
trees were posted with common and scientific
names listed in hand-made wooden signs. Yuya
and Yue willingly waded in the clean, clear and
cool mangrove waters.

Carbin Reef at 8:45 in the morning. The white
sand dune that long ago used to disappear
around noon time during high tide had
increased by size through the years due to
white sand deposited by the winds and tide.
[t used to be home to large big corals but
garbage bought by strong winds and waves
from the mainland and neighboring thickly
populated areas have affected the corals but
one can still find some live corrals. The white
sand, clear, clean waters had a safe swim area
where one swims with different colored fishes
best viewed with googles although they can
be seen even with none. Yuya did not want to
swim at first as he had no swim wear but the

water beckoned and he gave in to temptation.
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He swam to his heart’s content in googles and
the shorts he wore as we traveled from Silay.
Yue was very hesitant to go into the water but
she also eventually waded in and gathered sea
shells as she frolicked in the waves. When the
freshly harvested crabs, cooked to perfection
arrived with the grilled and tinolang fish, they
both showed healthy appetites and learned
to eat the crabs the way Filipinos ate them
although Yuya used a fork to pull out the crab
meat. Yuya invented another way to eat rice.
He placed it on top of the empty crab shell.
Yue followed suit and ate the same way as they
both laughed while doing so. Yuya also ate
fish “tinola” (soup) while Yue tried the freshly
grilled fish. By eleven noon, the previously
calm sea had become slightly turbulent so we
decided to go back to the mainland. 2:00 pm,
we were back in Silay and Yuya still wore the
same pair of shorts he wore to swim, it had
dried by the time we arrived at Sagay City
mainland.

Silay City, at the farm in So. San Juan, Brgy.
Guimbala-on - Yuya and Yue gamely ate most
of the food on the table: okoy (grated cassava
with tiny shrimps dipped in flour and deep-
fried); lugaw (sticky rice cooked in coconut
milk, sugar, with sago, rice balls, cubed camote
and bananas); bot-ong, native chicken tinola
with papaya, native chicken adobo, valenciana
(local version of paella), native white sticky
corn on the cob and fettucine in red mushroom
and cheese sauce. Yuya had a long talk with
Evelio, a male cousin who managed to converse
with him via sign language and basic English
about how to cook linugaw and produce

coconut milk through the home-made grater.
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After eating, use of the mortar to pound “baye-
baye” was supposed to follow but the rice was
not pan-cooked before it was finely milled so
no lusong actively. Rest time - Yuya and Yue
were amazed to see a karaoke at cousin Susan’
s house. Yuya sung two songs then both went
to sleep early, tired and lulled to sleep by the
farm’s cool night breeze, made cooler by the
rains that came and went throughout the night.
Early morning - August 28, both had an early
breakfast at Susan’s home and shared that they
usually ate small breakfasts in Japan. Yuya
ate a lot of rambutan. He said he saw the fruit
for the first time in Manila and bought some
for a high price while it was free at the farm.
We proceeded to Malisbog river where both
gamely traversed rocky, slightly steep paths
and waded in cool fresh river water. They
learned to clean their skin with smooth rocks
like what Filipinos of our generation did. They
learned to use soft stone (pumice) to clean
their teeth and Yuya, the more adventurous,
did try it. As they sat on the large rocks with
legs dipped in the cool waters, the goldfish
came and nibbled at their dead skin (free fish
spa). They all laughed as their feet were tickled
by the fish.

Before noontime, they learned more culture at
the Ruins in Talisay City. They smiled, laughed
and gamely posed despite the extreme heat
as photos were taken of them at the various
sites inside the mansion that was burned to
the ground during World War II. Finally, they
observed how many Filipinos spent Sundays
together as families shared lunch at home or
in restaurants after Sunday mass. At Ayala

North District, Talisay City, both were game for
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Yellow Cab where pizza, Charlie Chan pasta,
garlic chicken, twice-baked potatoes and the
local Sola tea were served. Both went window
shopping afterwards and Yuya bought a shirt
from one of the shops.

It was a truly great experience to share to these
very receptive visitors our Filipino lifestyle.
They easily blended in, accepted the way we
lived and readily adapted to our relatives at the
farm where they laughed and shared stories
while my own family/clan learned more about
Japan - the food, the kimono, Japanese homes
with beautiful gardens, snow and the hottest
summer with 40 to 48 degree temperatures.
Our adopted children wondered at the huge
gap between the rich who had very large
houses and the poor who lived in shanties
and crowded homes in Manila. These can
be answered if more visits are made. Let the
program continue through the years so they
would have a deeper understanding of the
disparities. Lastly, we hope our Japanese
children enjoyed their stay with us as much as
we enjoyed their very brief visit which we will
forever cherish. May our Asian ties and varying
cultures be nurtured and the friendship knots
strengthened. And yes, we are willing to host
more students from Nagoya Gakuin University

in the future.
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Hello Japan! MABUHAY! I am Nenia P.
Coronel the host mom of Kento Noda. My
first experience of being a host parent was on
November of 2015. The students were from
SANO HIGH SCHOOL in OSAKA JAPAN.

On both opportunities of hosting Japanese
students, my family would always tell them
that Japanese and Filipinos were then the best
of enemies. But, times have changed and both
Japan and the Philippines are now friends and
even partners in a lot of things.

My husband Antonio enjoyed being a host dad
to Kento. My daughter Sophia and son CV (who
came home all the way from Cebu) also did
their best to make Kento's short stay with us
really memorable.

My family and I enjoyed and will always
cherish the experience we had with Kento.
We were emotional when we left Kento after
the farewell dinner. But we are hopeful when
Kento asked us if he could still stay with us if
ever chances would allow him to come back to
the Philippines. The answer would always be
YES.

So, to everyone who made this "bridging of
gaps" possible a heart filled Thank YOU and
MABUHAY!
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To be one of the chosen few tasked to serve as
host-family of a young lad coming from Japan,
a highly advanced technology country, is such
an extraordinary and honorable privilege.

At first, we thought the task would be hard for
us considering the divergence of our culture
and dialect, but what made it effortless, and
in fact facinating, is that KYOHEI, our foster
son, is a down-to-earth, jolly and affectionate
person. He managed to learn a bit, not only the
Filipino language, but the Hiligaynon dialect
as well. KYOHEI's intelligence and humility are
his best asset.

KYOHEI, we hope you enjoyed our company
as much as we did. Always remember that
you have a family (Papa Ponyet, Mama Gigi,
Manong CP, Gernel and Lola Letty) here in
the Philippines. Let us wind by saying, this
humbling experience will, indeed be, an
enduring memory to us and our family.
Worth-mentioning, too, are the efforts of Sps.
Angeline Da-anoy Satake and Masaaki Satake,
Ph.D., Professor, Dept. of Int'l Cooperation,
Faculty of Intercultural Studies, Nagoya
Gakuin University of Japan for this successful
undertaking.

More power and God Bless!

YAP FAMILY
STA -Batch '81
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The students were respectful, very appreciative
of what was offered to them and open to try
different things they were not familiar with.
[ think they learned a lot from this trip aside
from enjoying it. Aside from the language
barrier, everything went smoothly.

May I suggest that in the future, the students
will be given a brief course on the English
language in order to learn more from their
hosts and vice-versa.

For me, the program was a success and help
foster better relationships between the two

cultures.
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Since it was our first time to host Japanese
visitors, we had our initial reservations about
the idea of hosting. This was also heightened
by the fear of not being about to communicate
with them because we had an initial
information that the students assigned to us
could only speak very minimal or rudimentary
English. This apprehension was later abated
when we have accepted this occasion as a
learning experience, not only for the Japanese
students, but also for our whole family. We
also had added confidence when we tried to
utilize technology, particularly the computer
application Google Translate, conversing with
our adoptive Japanese sons.

We started our conversations over a seafood
dinner. This was followed by dessert in the
Bacolod City Government Center area. Along
the way we managed to exchange notes about
our family background and personal interests.
The following day we tried to bring Daisuke
Yamamoto and Masanari Isoda to the routine
places where we do work, study, and worship.
We brought them to Don Bosco Technical
Institute of the Salesian religious congregation,
the Victorias golf course, and the St. Joseph
the Worker parish church which exhibited
world-renowned religious art. At noon time
of that same day the kids in the house had a
short drumming session followed by a cooking
lesson on how to cook "chicken adobo" a

native dish in Negros. We then proceeded to
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the popular mountain resort of Mambukal at
the foot of Mount Kanlaon Volcano were our
guests had a bath at the hot spring.

On the Sunday before we ended the visit,
Daisuke and Masanari joined our Sunday
Mass worship at our local seminary chapel
of the Marian Missionaries of the Holy Cross.
This was followed by exchange of gifts and
souvenirs.

The visitation turned out to be an enjoyable
and educational experience. But our only
disappointment was that, while we were
already gaining rapport and getting to know
each other better, they already had to leave.
Not really having gained deeper insights of
each other's perspectives. It was only in the
farewell dinner that we realized that our
visitors had a deeper social concern that we

had not really shared while they were with us.
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We had such a wonderful experience to this
two Japanese students Keito Ikegaya and
Hinano Fujitsuna. Being first time host parents
we were a bit scared since we might not meet
to what they are expecting from us. We really
did have an incredible time, though it was a bit
difficult communicating with them since they
speak only little english. But since they were
easy to get along with even our family enjoyed
their company.

We had fun conversing with each other
exchanging words, comparing their culture
from ours, eating out at different restaurants,
went swimming at home, took them around
Silay and a little of Bacolod, and even brought
them to Belly and Jazz classes were they joined
dancing and enjoyed a lot. They even learned
how to cook Adobo a Filipino dish loved by
everyone and tried eating different kinds of
Filipino dishes like tikoy, batchoy, lumpia,
sotanghon, pancit molo etc.

2 Days is too short but we made the most out
of it. This experience will never be forgotten.
Thank you for this chance and wonderful
experience to meet Keito and Hinano and the
rest of the group lead by Professor Masaaki
Satake and Saeki Natsuko. We will always
cherish this amazing moment we had with

them even for a short time.
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My husband Tony and I welcomed a “son” to
our home last August 26, 27 and 28. So did my
daughter, Kaye and son, AJ. They welcomed a
brother. I am talking about Daisuke Okamoto.
The only regret that we have was that we weren’
t able to bring Daisuke to more places because
of the heavy rain. On the other hand, we made
sure that we were able to convey to him the
endearing trait of the Filipinos - our hospitality.
Daisuke, in his short stay with us, attended two
family parties. We tried to cook and serve all-
Filipino food when we had a party at home. He
even gamely tried balut. Ask him what it is and [
am sure he will describe it in detail. Daisuke was
amused by the size of our extended family.
Daisuke’s stay with us made me realize that as
people of varied nationalities, we have different
and similar qualities. We are different in
physical appearance. We have different beliefs.
We were raised in different environments. But
on the other end of the line, we are similar
in our strong desire for peace, goodwill and
understanding. We are similar in our love for
our families.

Daisuke said that we are blessed to have so
much vegetation where we live. Because of
Daisuke, I have come to value the plants and the
trees at our backyard and outside the house. I
may have taken them for granted. Daisuke is
right. We are indeed blessed. And yes, I didn't
notice before but the trees are really beautiful.
Thank you for this realization my Japanese “son’,

Daisuke Okamoto.
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[ would like to extend my deepest gratitude to our Filipino friends who kindly supported our
study tour in 2016. Your assistance enabled our students to have valuable experiences and
learn so much about the Philippines.

Maraming maraming salamat po at mabuhay kayong lahat!

December 2016
SATAKE Masaaki
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