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We have completed our 13 day study tour in the Philippines. We were able to
understand more about Japan’s cooperation to the Philippines through our visits to
the office of Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and the project site of
a Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteer (JOCV). Furthermore, we learned about
the life of the less privileged such as those in Navotas and a rural community in
Leyte through our visits to their households.

I hope that our students have learned valuable lessons from their experiences.
Through their young and uninhibited curiosity, they must have confronted with
various cultural, linguistic and socio-economic differences. I furthermore hope that
they will reflect upon their experiences with compassion and move forward toward
making a better society.

I thank all the people who supported our study tour. Special thanks go to Ms.
Harriet E. Escarcha (Konkokyo Peace Action Center), Lampara House, Maligaya
House, JICA, ILO, De La Salle University Das Marifias, Balion Elementary
School, and Dr. Maria Ballescas (Toyo University). Maraming salamat ho!

Masaaki Satake
Nagoya Gakuin University
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We express our deepest gratitude to everyone who accepted our students and
provided a precious experience to them in the Philippines study tour. Our students
gained enough experiences that they have never experienced in Japan. We had the
opportunities and chances to study and feel Philippines.

In Manila, we visited KPAC office and interviewed some families in Navotas.
The staff of the Lampara house and Maligaya house who supported the Japanese
Filipinos Children and their families taught us the current situation of JFC in
Philippines. The students of De La Salle University, Dasmarinas showed a
spectacular performance. JICA and ILO Philippines offices gave a lecture on the
international cooperation. In Ormoc, we had an opportunity to share the
experiences of Typhoon Yolanda and to listen to the opinions of the farmers. In
Cebu, we also had a chance to deepen the exchanges with University of the

Philippines, Cebu.

BERDH S Lapu-Lapu & T4 VEVKEDZEE ERR
Our students had a wonderful experience by the field study. They carried
out the interviews, played Japanese dance performance, talked about several
issues with the university students in English etc. These experiences would give
the students a massive confidence and a good incentive to study harder. We have
no doubt that the experiences in the Philippines study tour will encourage the
growth of our students
Lastly, we show our deepest appreciation for Ms. Harriet E. Escarcha. We

attribute our success to your hearty help and encouragement.

HITOMI Yasuhiro
Nagoya Gakuin University
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Anong pangalan mo?

bl bl LEBRSSE

Bl &< 5 (Sakura Kurokawa)

“Anong pangalan mo?” Whenever I meet someone here for the first time, I
always say these words. Because I think if I use the Filipinos’ national language, 1
am able to be friends with them more than when I use English. Studying English is
popular in the Philippines although they have a native language which is Filipino
so I want to use their language to be friends with them.

I came here as an
exchange student for 1
year. Why did I come here?
Because I wanted to do
volunteer activity here so I
chose this country.
Actually I did not find any

volunteer activities for two

months but when I met a
woman through Dr. Satake, my study abroad has started. The woman is Director of
KPAC (Konkokyo Peace Action Center) and she introduced some volunteer
activities to me such as an activity for street children. Hence I joined this study
tour based on her suggestion that I should participate.

I have observed various
aspects of Philippine society in
our 10-day study tour — from

street children to slum areas

and JFC (Japanese — Filipino
Children). I have seen and
talked with street children
before but I did not get to
understand each one of them,
so I did not know their problems such as sexual harassment and abuse. The
Typhoon Yolanda and politics have drastic effects on the slum-dwellers. One of

topics that comes to my mind when I think of the relationship between Japan and
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the Philippines was banana, but I already put JFC into my mind and my heart.

I have seen bad Japanese and good Japanese since I got interested in other
countries. But, I am proud of Japanese nonetheless. I like the Philippines. I like
their lovely smile, their language, and their personality.

I have met a lot of Filipino children during this study tour. Whenever I meet
children, I tell them, “Anong pangalan mo?” and “Ilang taon ka na?” Of course I
introduced myself in Filipino. Then, they were surprised and they flashed a smile.
Actually, I still do not know enough Filipino to speak, so when they spoke in
Filipino to me, I did not understand well. However, I think they give me a different
response every time I speak Filipino, be it little or not. I am trying to learn their
language to be friends with them.

Lastly, I appreciate everyone’s concern regarding my unexpected participation
in this study tour. I am afraid that I might have caused everyone much trouble.
But, I had a good experience and a good time with them. I hope that the

Philippines will prosper more.

Ol LOBMNCRREZBNT L EWETHN, DL THLZ DTl T L0F,
IR TETWEH NN L BnET,

ZHROSBIMZHEDL LT, RE TR ANTLES 0T ARAZT A YT —D A o /N—
FILZDOAREZT 4 YT =L TS oo S FITEH N LET,
RIS 2 7 Z O H&EWIZ Mabuhay!
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I was aching for the first time that I had eyes closed until I joined this syudy tour.
It overturned largely about the Philippines that knew until now. I would like to
thank those who taught me many things. I want to take advantage and not forget a
drop in the future all that I learned this time. I want to return to the Philippines,

and also become their own that has grown more. Thank you so much.
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All people I met in Philippines, it is my treasure that I was able to meet you. I
came to love the Philippines. So, I want to visit Philippines again. Everyone, please
be well until the day we see each other again. Thank you very much. See you

again.
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I was in Philippines for 13 days. I enjoyed the study tour and learned about
language and culture. I feel uneasiness in this tour at first.But, I had a very good
experience. The people of Philippines were very kind and give us smile. So, I was
very happy. I'll never forget these thirteen days. I want to go to Philippines again.
Thank you.
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I just wanna say thank you for giving me this kind of opportunity. During our 13
days, I had a lot of precious memories and especially experiences in Philippines.

Philippines is a developing country which I have visited for the first time in my
life. When I visited Philippines on the first day, I was shocked by the difference of
Philippines and Japan. But, gradually I got interested to know the differences of
culture.

I feel that though food, language and environment are different, people can be
connected. I really want to thank Filipino I encountered this trip.

The time which I spend on this trip is my only treasure.
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Thank you for everyone. I visited the Philippines for the first time. This tour was
a very good experience for me. I thought I would like to make use of this experience

for a good cause. I hope that I can meet Filipino people someday again. I love the

Philippines!
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This study tour was my first time visiting an underdeveloped country.
Along with my friends who shared my interest we accomplished a meaningful time
and worthwhile study experience.
Actually living through it for myself is a different feeling compared to reading
about it in the news or hearing it in my class.
I'm really grateful to the people who kept supporting us and made this study tour
possible. I have no words to express my gratitude for making this encounter to
happen.
From now on my mission is to tell my friends, family, and people around me about
what I have learned.
Thanks to this trip my interest about international cooperation has risen.

I would love to participate again.
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L CW& 7=\, Thank you for your kindness. When I went to Philippines, I know that

the Philippines is not Japan. In Japan, there are no people who sleep on the street. I
was surprised of that. But, I got a lot of knowledge about Philippines. So, I think I
must study and visit Philippines. We are people living on the same earth, we must

know about other countries.
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I enjoyed the study tour. I had a lot of problems for the first time. I could not even
speak English well. I could not communicate well with children. However, the
language barrier does not matter. I had fun each time everyone was laughing! To
laugh is important! I love the smile of children in the Philippines. But, I was sad
that there are many street children. I hope that the street children will be reduced
as soon as possible and children’s smile increases. I had want to see their bright

future!!!!
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Tonn

Through this study tour I experienced a lot of things and learned a lot. I was able
to know which is unripe. But I was able to grow up than before I went to
Philippines. I think this study tour is a start line of my life.

In the future I want to become “SUPERHEROQO” in this country as a leading player.

I really had a lot of good time in this country.
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