Report on Study Tour to the Philippines 2012 organized by Department of
International Culture and Cooperation, Nagoya Gakuin University
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Happiness and Dreams
Masaaki Satake Ph.D.

We have completed two-week study tour program in the Philippines. I would like to

convey my deepest gratitude to all the people who supported our program.

Happiness and Dreams
Our students asked questions to the residents of Tondo, a community of urban poor,
regarding when they feel happy. It was a curious, albeit being a naive, question.

A mother, aged 32, of 3 children, answered. “I feel happy when my children are
healthy. Every day I feel happy when we are healthy.”

This can be taken at face value without being questioned further. Still, when our
student asked her what she expects from the Philippine government, she said. “It is
good that the government raises salaries of government officials by 30 percent, but it
will be better if there are more medicines at the Barangay health center. Also, it will be
better if the government provides more support for education.” This means that as there
are not sufficient amounts, or varieties of medicine at the health center, she has to buy
expensive medicine by herself. Also, although the education at public primary and
secondary level in the Philippines are free, parents have to spend money for school
supplies and projects.

It is also interesting to take note of responses of five young trainees at Kaneshige
farm in Negros Occidental. Asked what kind of dreams they have, they said as follows:
“To expand the Kaneshige farm.” ”I hope that my younger brother and elder sister will
graduate from high school.” “I want to remain in the Kaneshige farm.” “I want to return
to my village and make my family happy.” “I want to be a farmer and support the
education of my younger brothers.”

Having heard of these responses, Ms. Seiko Ohashi, our coordinator in Negros
program asked our students regarding what kind of dreams they have. Here are the
answers.

“I want to be a tender person.”

“I want to go to many countries.”

“I want to engage in international cooperation.”

“I hope that there will be no hunger in the world.”
“I want to visit many countries.“

“I hope that there will be no child labor in the world.”
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No Japanese students referred to their siblings or families. What made the

difference? Do the Japanese youths assume that they can do anything and everything

without the help of families? Families and siblings have little value for them? Then, on

the other hand, why do Filipino trainees prioritize their siblings and families? Seeing

their siblings unable to go to high school, can’t they turn their eyes from their siblings?

Seeing their families in a hard situation, do they think what to do? There also seem to

be an influence of Christian value of sharing with others, especially those who are in

need of help. Ms. Ohashi pointed out it is interesting to reflect upon the differences of

opinions between Filipino and Japanese young people and think what causes the

differentiation. Our students also noted that the Filipino people value their families.

Then, how about the Japanese? We should think further about this. It was a good

opportunity for our students to interact directly with young trainees at the farm.

Gratitude

Finally, I would like to thank again all the people that supported our study tour.

Maraming salamat sa inyong lahat!

Doumo arigatou gozaimashita!

At Panasonic Manufacturing
Corp: With Mr.
Waichi Tamiya(2nd right, 3rd
row), Mr.
Muneyuki(further right, 3rd
Tadahiko
Hayakumo (right, 1st row)

Philippines

Oimatsu

row) and Mr.

At Japanese Studies Program,
Ateneo de Manila University:
With Dr. Hiroko Nagai (right,
3rd row), Dr. Karl Chang (right,
and Prof. Tito
Valiente (right, 1st row)

ond row),

With Ms.Harriet
(KPAC, 2nd left, 1st row), Mr. Kei
Fukunaga (Japanese Embassy,
2nd left, 3rd row)and Mr. Mamoro
Miyagi (do, 3rd left, 3rd row)

Escarcha
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First of all we have to express our gratitude
to the people who accepted our students and : l
provide invaluable opportunities to them.

This is the 6th study tour of our Department
since 2007, when our members visited the
Philippines at the beginning. Thanks to all
the people who kindly helped us in the
Philippines. We could finish this program
successfully and with no accidents.

Our students have experienced a lot in the
Philippines that they never experience in
Japan.

For example, in Tondo area, that is one of
the biggest slum in Mania, they interviewed 3
households and found out that poor people

are very vulnerable to risk and educational
opportunity is very important means to escape from poverty.
There is no doubt that the experiences in the Philippines will encourage the growth of

our students.

31



ZEARDo1EY

¥ HEA Naoto Kawaji
FE, AEFD TOWNLRIT LT, D FAEREDOBERADOKEDH L < DIT/RD L
Tzo AL 74V EAOY T —IZBMLTeDIE, FAOFEH THATEIRER EEA B
FOHTHERLTRBE Lo BTY, 740 UL, BEBEN, BRVWEEV DA
WEDNTWE L, FRITEARZ L7 NE
EoTWELRE, 2L, 74 U EUIENT
ANF ¥ —rav I &EZTE L, T ¥
A RNEDENR, FUZE > THIOH TORBRTH -
el BREFTH-TBHIV D8, £
B OH NG R AT=0T, MWHEISRES T F

L7,

;’1 Y
(LBEEY =T AT  VHE)
FTEWEDOEL RNTE LT ENTRAZ
ZOEH I EERUE LA, FUL, WD
T—HThHv, EEIZIX, BARANIXLT, &
TH V=V LRET, WAAURFGIZARANE
WH L BHRANITIMET, ML THATED
LW EWd g hotz, & THREFHT,
KHENF T L, £, BOVWRIERTZOR
D, MHRIZE THEITWE L,
FRTRAGTE, P hUFEREERH
MEEFR L ICHADRECTLE, /-, (EEE~IT s OFEEENL)
WO ERTIE BRROENRR 7 e ATIIRAONTZN, ~=T 5&HEB~ L7 ¢ TiL, BEeL
T, HRATPIZ DR OHIBTNThHoTz, £, v=7, X7 ATHHERITETEN
< | GERERUIZERICIE, BROAMKET L, L SUEOEWTHITE RS D S5 45
WTND EREERTERICR>TOMTTHE B2 R0NEWNS Z & TREDIT TITEIL £
L7,

R HRHERNCHE Lo, 77 3 RKRFETOH EASL Y T, Bitio k), B
Bp PP HAREITE N, EERETLE, 2R TH 9 FARERLHRTED 572 TT,
TTRARFPAEIIZE THHUNC L TWEE, Z U=V BV ADOENEL TV EEF
L7z,

Elo, RITBADAAY T 7 7 =LA T, SEPBLRY, FEFELELRNPS7ZOTY
M, Al a=lr—rald, Ve RAFy—7 L BHERETHNVEI LN TEELE,
RO EFEOFFE BT IANCA B TREICELTHLH-720 . KBTS AT, &
ERBLRLSTHaAIa=lr—2arz2 b EBRRETHRNTIENDETENDL, £

32



INENTI2=r—ralboTEEbNEOT, BLLZENTEE L, KIBEAIC
(TRZEFBHER 2 0 EH L TOE T,
AEIORRZBL TRITETHORETHIENTEE L,
Thank you for everyone. I visited the Philippines for the first time. This tour was a

very good experience for me. I will be back soon ! I want to meet friends again.

(X a8 ADINA AT — )L TDOFE)
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During the study tour, I saw the Philppines from a diferrent perspective. I am
reminded again there is poverty in poverty area, and that there are also rich people in
the Philippines. Then I realized there is wide gap between the rich and the poor, this
makes poverty issue more difficult and more complicated to understand. I hope
everyone will think about what poverty is all about and what to do to eradicate it. I am
sure that the world will be more comfortable and peaceful then.

Marami pong salamat sa iyong kabutihan noong study tour namin. Naging
matagumpay ang aming study tour at lubos po akong nasayahan kasama kayo. Muli,

maraming salamat po.
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I thought about a lot of things during
two- week long study tour.

. « For example, I saw different aspects of
Philippine society and I listened to
different stories during my stay.

We were able to experience many things
because you helped us in many ways.
Thank you very much for all you have
done for me.

I will learn more about many things
about your country as I am going to stay

for 6 months more in your country as an

exchange student. Thank you very much.

(R BADAFVYT « 77 —ALIZ0C)
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I saw social problems with my own eyes. They have been happening all over the world.
Speed of the economic growth is rapid in a developing country. Big gap of income appear
between the people. A lot of remedies are necessary for such social problems, but a new
problem will happen while people are thinking. The socially weak will increase and the
gap will spread in such countries, including the Philippines and Japan. I felt it is the

most important problem that we have to think about now.

(BE %Y PhpgEds o RICO
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It was really valuable to join the Philippines Study Tour. I met a lot of people and it
was really interesting to hear the stories. We were able to visit a lot of valuable places
such as low-income communities, the Japanese Embassy, JICA, Ateneo de manila
University, Kaneshige Farm, and homestay. It was very good experience for me to stay

the Philippines during two weeks. Thank you very much!

39



Valuable experiences in the Philippines
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I had a very nice time in the Philippines . Filipino people whom I met in the Philippines
were very kind and cheerful. Fortunately I was able to have chances to meet a lot of
people. I'll never forget these experiences. Thank you for giving this valuable

opportunity for me.
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We went to the Philippines for 2 weeks. Local people welcomed us kindly and we were
pleased very much.They showed us to many wonderful spots and this was a good lesson
for us.

I want to make the best use of this experience and travel the world again.

Absolutely I want to go back to the Philippines again. Of course, when you come to

Japan, I will welcome you. Thank you.
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I had not been abroad until I
joined this study tour. I had
many valuable experiences
through this trip. I met a lot of
. people. Everyone is very kind.
I'm glad that I met so many
nice people. I will also try to
study hard like you. I think
this trip made me grown as a
person and a student. I had a
# really good time. I want to

meet you again. Thank you!
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I had a really great time in the Philippines. I had a lot of good experience. This
experience taught me many lessons which I'll never forget in my life. I will study
English more, I will surely go to the Philippine again. I'm looking forward to talking
with you again. Thank you.

Sana’y magkita tayo muli. Maraming salamat po!!
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